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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 8 is objected to because of the following informalities: The capitalization 
and punctuation of the claim is inappropriate. A claim must consist of only one 
sentence. Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections ■ 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1-3 and 6-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
U.S. Patent No. 4,635,550 to Brands et al. 

With respect to claim 1 , Brands et al. teaches a printing blanket assembly, 22, for 
a printing blanket cylinder, 16, of a rotary press, having a dimensionally stable carrier 
plate, 28, with two ends, 30, 31 , of which one forms a leading end and the other forms a 
trailing end with respect to the rotation of the printing blanket cylinder, and which can be 
fixed to the printing blanket cylinder by turned-over limbs that are free of the printing 
blanket, and having a printing blanket, 40, fixed to the outside of the carrier plate, 28, 
and having a leading end 42, and a trailing end, 43, characterized in that both ends of 
the printing blanket project beyond the turned-over edge of the associated limb of the 
carrier plate and in that in each case a supporting element, 37, for supporting the 
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projection is arranged between the turned-over edge and the inner side of the printing 
blanket. See column 3, line 8 - column 4, line 48 and Fig. 2. 

With respect to claim 2, Brands et al. teaches that the supporting elements fill up 
the interspaces between the turned-over edge and the projection of the printing blanket. 
See column 3, lines 44-48 and Fig. 2. 

With respect to claim 3, Brands et al. teaches that the supporting elements are 
formed form a vulcanized rubber compound or a cured plastic compound. See column 
3, lines 46-50. 

With respect to claims 6-7, Brands et al. teaches that the mutually facing side 
surfaces of the printing blanket 42, 43, at the mutually opposite ends are designed to 
have shapes complementary to each other following the mounting of the printing 
assembly on the printing blanket cylinder and to virtually or just rest on each other. See 
column 4, lines 43-54 and Fig. 2. It should be noted that claim 7 is drawn to the process 
of making the printing blanket rather than the structure and therefore is rejected with 
claim 6 as it adds no additional structure to the apparatus. 

With respect to claim 8, Brands et al. teaches a method for producing a printing 
blanket assembly characterized by the following method steps: the material, 40, of the 
printing blanket is applied to the carrier plate, 28, ends of the carrier plate, 30, 31 , that 
are free of the printing blanket are turned over at the edge in order to form the limbs in 
such a way that the ends, 42, 43, of the printing blanket project beyond the turned-over 
edges, in each case a supporting element, 37, is introduced into the interspaces 
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between printing blanket and carrier plate formed by the turned-over edges. See column 

3. line 8 - column 4, line 48 and Fig. 2. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 4-5 and 9-16 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

5. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

With respect to claim 4, the prior art does not teach or render obvious a printing 
blanket assembly as claimed, particularly including mutually facing side surfaces of two 
mutually facing supporting elements. 

With respect to claim 9, the prior art does not teach or render obvious a method 
for producing a printing blanket assembly as claimed particularly including that before or 
after the printing blanket is fixed to a carrier plate the supporting material is severed, 
forming two supporting elements. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. U.S. Patent No. 2,714,852 to Stempel, U.S. Patent No. 4,515,375 
to Bleckmann et al., U.S. Patent No. 4,742,769 to Zeller, U.S. Patent No. 5,178,068 to 
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Junghans et al., U.S. Patent No. 5,669,306 to Puschnerat and U.S. Patent NO. 
6,073,558 to Jones each teach an apparatus having apparent similarities to the claimed 
subject matter. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jill E. Culler whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2159. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 10:00-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Judy Nguyen can be reached on (571) 272-2258. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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